
#12.1  Farmington Spine Trail - Upper Canyon Section

Length: 1.9 miles Time: 3.5 hours  
Difficulty: Strenuous Elevation Gain: 1595 feet

Description: This trail section starts at a rock altar halfway up the mountain 
where the trail connects to the Steed Creek Trail (#17.1) then descends down to 
the top of a “subway” section or natural depression on a ridge at section #12.2. 
You will pass through several beautiful forests of pine, aspen, maple, mountain 
mahogany, and finally, Gambel oak. You will be in shade most of the way. Look for 
aluminum marker discs to stay on the trail. With the trail users in the Farmington 
Trail System spread out over 146 miles of trails, you probably will have this section 
of the mountain all to yourself. Enjoy the quiet beauty of nature!

Access Location: Section #12.1 begins halfway up the mountain on the Steed 
Creek Trail (#17.1) at the “rock altar.” If you want to start at this end of the 
Farmington Spine Trail, hike up the Steed Creek Trail first to the rock altar then 
come down the Farmington Spine Trail (#12.1). See the instructions given for the 
Steed Creek Trail (#17).

Features: 
• Enjoy beautiful sunsets across the lake.
• This is a great hike for enjoying solitude.
• Pass through several beautiful forests.
• The trail is shaded most of the way.

Trail Surface and Status: This is a wilderness trail with minimal disruption of 
the pathway for a more natural hiking experience. Watch for the markers to stay 
on course.
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The quaking aspens applaud the serenade of the mountain breeze. -G2Chipman 
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When through the woods and forest glades I wander

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;

Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee, how great thou art!

-From hymn: How Great Thou Art, lyrics by Carl Boberg


